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The Story Behind @ SCENIC GREEN TRAIL

i Hello, I'm Phil Riches, a Maidstone resident with a keen eye for improving the environment in my home town.

| got really inspired when another local resident devised an amazing plan to turn a neglected ancient woodland
close by into a thriving community woodland. After much hard work, it now represents a significant and long-lasting
achievement for the area. This gave me the belief that it was actually possible for anyone to change the course of
things for the better, to benefit both people and the environment.

I met a number of like-minded people through that project and realised that being outside in nature was having a real
benefit to my health. Soon afterwards, | began exploring the local countryside using the public footpath network.

I remember thinking to myself; wouldn't it be better to access other green spaces around the town without walking
on busy roads? | studied maps in detail and realised that many of my other favourite country parks and villages
around the Maidstone area could be connected by an innovative new route that used somewhat forgotten public
footpaths. | set to work, thought up the name and used my graphic design experience to create the logo and
branding. It was soon afterwards that | met some visionary people on the Parish Council Environment Network,
who loved my idea. Caroline Jessel, Mike Summersgill and Eileen Lewis provided the help needed to get the project
taken seriously by local authorities, with Derek Eagle stepping up to become Project Leader.

Scenic Green Trail represents my personal legacy, something new and positive that | have contributed to Maidstone
which provides so many benefits to the environment, communities and businesses both for now and in the future. I
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Jenny Poole, Katie Pattison, Jonathan Leeson, Shelley Wilcken, Angela Smith, John Edwards, Mark Gracey, of publishing in Spring 2026
Steve Songhurst, Ben Williams, John Robertson, Sam Hipwell, Simon Tickle, Warren Curtis and Mike Heydon.




