 (
Detling Parish Council
Annual Report 2009 /10
) (
Detling Parish Council
Annual Report 2008 / 09
)

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS  
May 2009 to May 2010


Geoffrey Cosgrove					Chairman    2001 to present
Elected	2000 					Highways, 

John Clayton						Police Liaison 
Elected	2003					

Michael Denny					Neighbourhood Watch
Co-Opted	2008					

Mark Housden					Finance 
Elected	2003 					Village Youth, Planning Committee

Janice Kennard					Grants
Elected	2003

Gavin McLaggan 					Vice – Chairman
Elected	1988					Planning Committee, KAPC, KIG

Jean Roberts
Elected 	2006					Planning Committee


CLERK TO THE PARISH COUNCIL		Mrs Sherrie Babington    01634 - 867173
							www.detlingparish.co.uk

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT			Hugh Robertson MP

KENT COUNTY COUNCIL COUNCILLOR	Cllr Jenny Whittle

MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCILLOR	Cllr John Horne

COMMUNITY POLICE				PSAO Lindsay Woods     

LOCAL PRESS REPRESENTATIVE		Mrs Margaret Cooke

SOLICITORS					Gulland & Gulland, Maidstone

BANKERS						Co-Operative	

AUDITORS						Audit Commission

INSURANCE						Allianz Cornhill Insurance

PARISH WARDEN					Alan Roffey


Photographs:  Jenny Cosgrove			Front cover: BT Phone Box and Planter, The Street	
							Inside: 	       Opening of the Old School Playing Field
		Photo by Tom Cosgrove				       Planting of Oak Trees in Horish Wood  
Back cover: Bluebells in Horish Wood	
[bookmark: _Toc268262451]
FOREWORD 

This is our ninth publication and it is hoped that this Report helps the village keep in touch with all that has gone on throughout the year.

The big story of the year was the planning application for the Kent International Gateway or KIG as it became known. Detling was one of the founder parishes of the Joint Parishes Group a collection of thirteen parishes representing some 25,000 people who took up the challenge of putting our case against this awful development so close to our village. Our thanks here go to Gavin McLaggan who attended every meeting and went to every day of the Public Enquiry to make sure our views and comments were put across to the government inspectors. We now have to wait until later this year to hear if we have been successful in stopping this development.

On a much happier note, we were pleased that Paul Carter, Leader of KCC visited the village in September to officially open the Old School Playing Field by unveiling an information board that noted the history of the site. This was followed by a celebratory lunch in the Village Hall.

The other achievement for the Parish this year was Horish Wood. After more than a year of busily working alone in the woods; creating paths, open glades, cutting out brambles and other undergrowth plus lots of fencing, the Parish Council honoured John Monk for his efforts in helping transform this once neglected woodland into a very pleasant and valuable green space for the use of the whole community. John was presented his “Villager of the Year” certificate at the annual Village Christmas Fayre. We will soon be putting up an information board and litter bins.

Immediately before the Christmas Fayre we were in Horish Wood to plant 25 oak tree saplings along the access road coming in from Hockers Lane. These trees were given to the Parish and provided we planted them between 11am and noon on the 5th December 2009 we could be eligible for the BBC’s Breathing Spaces World Record attempt at planting the most trees in an hour. The record wasn’t broken but over 230,000 trees were planted in that one hour, leaving a significant legacy for future generations.

We also saw a planning application for the site of the former Mid-Kent Electrical Works in the heart of the village and within the village Conservation Area, the Parish hosted a number of specific planning meetings to find out the wishes of the community and we made personal statements before the Borough Council’s planning committee.

The Parish and a number of interested residents met with the Borough’s Planning and Conservation Officers to discuss and review the Management Plan for the village’s Conservation Area. We were pleased when Maidstone Borough Council adopted this and this now forms part of their guidance when deciding future planning applications for this area.

One of the areas that the Parish have identified as in need of improvement is the removal of telegraph poles and all the overhead wiring along The Street. We have identified grants to help with this and are starting discussions with the relevant authorities.

Of the new faces around the village, we would like to welcome our new PSCO Lindsay Woods and Richard Cronin who has taken over from Margaret Cooke in reporting for the Kent Messenger. In addition we thank both Nigel & Peta McCulloch for stepping up to fill the roles of village tree wardens.	

The Parish also had the opportunity to purchase some Village signs. These are gateways at the entrance points to the village and help to preserve our village feel. These have been ordered and you will see them being put in soon.
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Established:   1884

The Detling Parish Council represents an electorate of 637 people on the electoral roll living in 337 houses.

The Parish is 6.16km long and varies between 250m to 1.42km wide, extending from the M20 through the village over the North Downs Scarp, roughly centring on Scragged Oak Road and extending towards the M2 in the north.

Detling is bordered to the South and West by Boxley Parish, to the East by Thurnham and the North by Stockbury and Bredhurst Parishes.

The Parish Council is composed of seven councillors. Elections are held every four years with the next election being due in May 2011. We meet in the Committee Room of the Detling Village Hall at 7.15pm on the first Tuesday of each month except January and August. Additionally, our AGM and Annual meeting with the Parish are held around the third week in May.

All meetings are open to the public and press. The council have benefited from a good level of support and attendance over the year.  

Since the last election in 2007, there have been 34 Council meetings; the overall attendance rate of each councillor has been recorded as:

Geoff Cosgrove		  77 %
John Clayton			  91 %
Mike Denny			  	  81 %  (Out of 25 Meetings)
Mark Housden		  77%
Janice Kennard		  86 %
Gavin McLaggan		  94 %
Jean Roberts			  83 %

Over the past year, this gives an average attendance rate of 86% to each meeting, an increase (from 81%) over the previous year.

The Parish has a permanent Planning Committee, which meets at 7pm, prior to each main Council meeting.

The Council is an equal opportunities employer with one part-time employee, our Parish Clerk, Sherrie Babington. Sherrie has now been in the post since June 1998, working from home on behalf of the Parish.  We share her services with the Parishes of Thurnham, Hoo and Leeds.

The Parish also benefits from the regular reporting of one of Kent Messenger’s local correspondents; Margaret Cooke, who keeps the village in the news on a weekly basis. 

The Council has in place the following Policies and Procedures, in accordance with its Standing Orders, which are revised on a regular basis.


Equal Opportunities					Code of Conduct
Disability Policy 					Complaints Procedure
Financial Risk Assessment				Parish Elections
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	Year
	Population
	Male
	Female

	1801
	253
	126
	127

	1811
	281
	136
	145

	1821
	321
	166
	155

	1831
	372
	204
	168

	1841
	318
	179
	139

	1851
	353
	185
	168

	1861
	344
	162
	182

	1871
	319
	156
	163

	1881
	336
	161
	175

	1891
	331
	161
	170

	1901
	289
	136
	153

	1911
	270
	129
	141

	1921
	281
	132
	149

	1931
	252
	116
	136

	1941
	No Census owing to World War II

	1951
	596
	289
	307

	1961
	748
	373
	375

	1971
	712
	367
	345

	1981
	792
	405
	387

	1991
	781
	399
	382

	2001
	777
	380
	397




    	
	
  	
	














With thanks to ONS Geography, National Statistics
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Awarded:   2008

Detling Parish Council was awarded the prestigious Quality Council Status in September 2008. Achieving Quality Status demonstrates that the Council meets certain standards expected from an effective, representative and active Parish Council.

The tests exceed the statutory duties and require the council to be properly managed, have effective communications, uphold high standards of conduct, work closely or in partnership with voluntary and community groups and other authorities, and to have a qualified Clerk.

There were numerous tests we had to pass. These included a Council that had all stood for election, a Clerk that was qualified plus a number of others including the regular meetings and the publication of our Annual Report.

It is of great credit to all of Detling’s Councillors to have persevered to bring this accreditation about. In addition, special mention must go to Sherrie, our Clerk who after years of study has finally, this year, become qualified herself.  

So, what does this mean for Detling?  Well, the scheme was set up to ensure that Parishes were up to the standards expected by government.  

It therefore follows that a Quality Parish has some added weight to its representation to Borough and County Councils, in its push for improved services. There was a hope that we could take on some of the services now provided by Maidstone Borough Council, so we could ensure that they are carried out to our standards and satisfaction. But that is still in discussion, however this does not detract from the fact that Detling is one of the few Parish Councils to have achieved this sought after accreditation. 
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Established: 2005

The Parish Council presented the community award for a person from Detling, who has made a significant contribution towards the life of the village.

We were pleased that Mr John Monk was nominated and the Parish Council was extremely pleased to recommend this award in recognition of his voluntary help within the community.  

David Humphrey volunteered to create the superb illuminated presentation certificate and our new vicar the Reverend Susan Hollins made the presentation.

The citation read: 

“For the fifth year of this increasingly popular Community Award the Parish Council was delighted to receive five very deserving nominations at our October meeting. But before we start I would like to thank David Humphrey for producing such a magnificent certificate.

This year the nominations were not all for the same person, this is welcome and shows that Detling has many people who put themselves out for others and the village to make all of our lives that little bit better. We are all appreciative of these voluntary works.

These unselfish acts help to forge a community spirit which I know Detling cherishes and has become known for.

The purpose of this annual “Villager of the Year” award is that we are looking to reward and recognise the person who during the past 12 months has made a significant personal contribution on behalf of the community.
 
This is not to belittle the tremendous and dedicated efforts of the many people who regularly give up their time to help others and the village as a whole. All these jobs and acts of kindness are “without being asked” as, like so many jobs around the village that need to be done; outside help would have cost us a lot of money.

This year the recipient has worked extremely hard, with a high degree of professionalism and has applied himself with dedication and determination to see through a good job and typifies the spirit of this award. 

Our very worthy Villager of the Year has worked in Horish Wood come rain or shine doing a bit every day, and has single handedly transformed this once neglected wood into such a pleasure and delight that it is today.

He has cleared out the wood, opened and created pathways, cleared rubbish including old cars, taken up miles of the old CTRL fencing, recycled it and pinned it to the fences to stop dogs running onto the motorway, created and made gateways and a whole host of other things beside.

During this year he has genuinely transformed this wood from the no-go area, which two years ago we could not penetrate more than 50yards, into the open woodland that it once was. There is more to do but he has made a fantastic start, created an area enjoyed by many local people and given us a kick start into carrying on this work to make the area into the ideal village green space that was only a dream five years ago.

The Parish Council,  and I hope,  the village is very much indebted to this individual for his considerably hard work and dedication which he has put in over the past year, so when he was nominated for the award, the Parish Council were unanimous in agreeing that for 2009 the Villager of the Year Award be presented to John Monk.”

For this coming year, 2010 we will be pleased to receive nominations by September.

Past recipients of this award have been:

Mrs Margaret Cooke		2008		Presented by: Mike Tamsett MBE
Mrs Leslie Savage			2007 		Presented by: Reverend Elizabeth Attawell
Mrs Thelma Ford			2006 		Presented by: Lord Sandy Bruce-Lockhart CBE
Mrs Pat Follett			2005 		Presented by: Mr Geoff Cosgrove TD
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	Term of Office
	Years in Office
	Chairman

	1884 - 1899
	15
	W F Mercer

	1899 - 1904
	5
	J N Badcock

	1904 - 1913
	9
	R Cooke

	1913 - 1927
	14
	W J Naylor

	1927 - 1931
	4
	Charles Brown

	1931 - 1946
	15
	F Croft

	1946 - 1968
	22
	A Hooker

	1968 - 1973
	5
	Stanley E Rowe

	1973 - 1988
	15
	Norman Bingham

	1988 - 1992
	4
	Alan J Cooke

	1992 – 2001
	10
	Gavin McLaggan

	2001 - Present
	10
	Geoff Cosgrove
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It appears, by the inquisition taken throughout England, in the 12th and 13th years of King John and delivered in by the several sheriffs to the King’s treasurer, that Detling was then in the possession of a family who took their surname from it; and that William de Detling then held it of the Archbishop of Canterbury by knight’s service, as half a knight’s fee. 

The family of Detling afterwards assumed the surname likewise of Brampton, of Detling Court, where they resided until the beginning of King Henry IV’s reign, when John Brampton, alias Detling, leaving an only daughter and heir, Benedicta, she carried the manor in marriage to Thomas-at-Towne of Towne’s place in Throwley.
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Parish Warden
Contact:  Parish Clerk					Established: 2009                                                          

The Parish Warden we engaged last year did not take up his duties due to other commitments and so the Parish had to re-advertise the post. We found another person willing to undertake the duties and after a protracted negotiation, because of the various insurances that had to be in place he started his duties in June 2010 and they include:

· Grass cutting (Excluding the Old School Playing Field).
· Strimming of Scragged Oak Viewpoint, Jade’s Crossing and Horish Wood 
· Litter picking within the Village Area (Additionally litter bin emptying and tidying, just prior to village functions; Remembrance Parade, Christmas Fair etc.)
· Maintenance of the “Old School Playing Field”; Pruning, Leaf Sweeping etc.
· Painting / Preservation to Tudor Gate, Millennium Statue Railings, Bus Shelter, Benches, Notice Boards etc.
· Cleaning of the telephone box, bus shelter and the adjacent seating/paved area.
· Ensure Parish Notice Boards are clean, tidy and serviceable
· Cleaning, routine maintenance and minor repairs of Village Assets (Bus Shelter, Litter Bins, Benches/Seats, Fences etc.)
· Planting, Weeding and Maintenance of flowered areas in the Village Area 
· Weed killing to footpaths 
· Removal of graffiti (where practicable)
· Installation / Replacement of minor Parish Assets; i.e. litter bins etc.

Any changes to this must be requested to the Parish Council, as instructions can ONLY be issued by the Parish Clerk.
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Contact:  Nigel & Peta McCulloch			Established: 2003					 01622 – 739193
pmcculloch@scarab-sales.com

As only recently appointed Tree Wardens to the Parish, we are busy researching and attending various courses in connection with the BTCV to increase our knowledge on the local area and trees in general.

As part of the National Tree Week, late last year, 25 small oak saplings were planted by volunteers in the entrance area to Horish Wood and all saplings seem to be doing well.

Since taking on Tree Warden responsibilities there have been two planning applications concerning trees in the village conservation area which have been considered and passed by the Parish Council.  It was also agreed that an already dead tree near to the village bus stop be grubbed out and consideration is being put into its replacement.

Maidstone Borough Council have placed a Tree Preservation Order on land at Cockhill Wood  (the woodland incorporates a number of Oak, Ash, Beech, Sycamore, Field Maple, Yew, Hornbeam, Birch, Alder, Rowan, Willow, Sweet Chestnut, Hazel, Hawthorn and Holly) 

The Parish Council, together with other members of the village and Mike Phillips the Mid Kent Downs Projects Officer, have been discussing views and issues relating to Scragged Oak View Point and the Old Cherry Orchard.  Horish Wood is a major area of woodland where discussions are taking place on the best way of managing this area to its full advantage and is, at present, being greatly enhanced by John Monk who has already put a lot of work and effort into the woodland.

Although not new to the village but new to the duties of Tree Warden, we would appreciate contact from any villagers who have concerns on any dangerous / sick trees that need attention and areas for replanting etc.   Contact: Peta or Nigel on 01622 739193 or pmcculloch@scarab-sales.com 
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Contact:  Chris Buckingham			Established: 2007					 

Introduction
The seventeen ponds mentioned in last year's report have not suffered unduly during the extended period of cold weather earlier in the year. However those at the southern extremity of the parish are at greater risk during the summer months, as they tend to be very shallow, if cycles of extended hot weather followed by short bursts of heavy rainfall continue. 
One pond, in the Whippet Racing meadow to the south of the M20 motorway, has been studied in detail as it is fairly central within the group of parish ponds and access is readily available. 
Location
Sited about 100 metres south of the motorway and 120 metres to the east of Hockers Lane the pond is fed by the ancient ditch which flows, weather permitting, from the meadow to the north of the high-speed rail link. The volume of flowing water was increased dramatically when the motorway was first constructed, as water from a section of carriageway was channelled through a nearby culvert. These two sources of supply give this pond the highest flow rate of any within the parish.
Description
The pond forms a very rough circle some 25 metres in diameter and is up to 5 metres deep in places. The bank to the eastern quarter is very steep whereas the rest slope gently to start with, before dropping steeply to the pond bottom. The pond holds something in the region of 1.25 million litres, or very roughly a quarter of a million gallons, of water. 
Surveys
	Fauna
	The pond has been surveyed four times during the past twelve months in order to identify any resident fauna during the various stages of their life cycles. 
	Flora
	During two of the surveys the visible flora were also identified.
Results
Fauna
The results of the water sampling were encouraging, as 23 of the 31 species used to determine the biotic index, and therefore gauge pollution levels, were found. Each species has a score, from 1 to 10, and the biotic index is determined by adding up the individual score for each species and dividing by the number of species found.  The total score for the 23 species was 99, which gave a biotic index of 4.3. This was a heartening result as the pond clearly suffers some pollution from the influx of water from the motorway.
The species ranged from the very common true worms, which score a lowly 1, up to freshwater shrimps, swimming mayfly nymphs and Swan mussels, which all score a healthy 6. The Swan mussels, bottom mud feeders that ranged in size as adults from 10 to 15 cm, would have got the pond when in their larval stage as they attach themselves to the legs of wildfowl.
Other notable finds were the water scorpion, blackfly larvae and the water 	measurer. Sadly there was no evidence of demoiselle, dragonfly nymphs or cased caddis larvae. Evidence of any of these would have indicated a less polluted environment.
Flora
Flora outside the water margin was ignored and the range of species within the margins was incredibly high. This is an indication that nutrient levels in the pond are excellent, and this would be due to the accumulation of rotting debris from the surrounding trees.
Some of the more notable specimens observed were the branched bur-reed, water dropworts, brooklime and the water forget-me-not.
Conclusion
Overall these were an encouraging set of results, with a higher than expected score for the biotic index. Although there is a level of pollution it was lower than anticipated, considering the proximity of the motorway.
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Gavin McLaggan, Chairman of the Planning Committee						01622 - 738109

The Parish Council was consulted about 23 Planning Applications and 2 applications concerning Tree Preservation Orders.

The Council made objections to 6 of the Planning Applications, concerning the following sites:-
	14 Queensway,
	The Cottage in the Woods, East Lodge, Harple Lane,
	Polehill Farm, Scragged Oak Road,
	21-25 The Street – (two applications)
	Woodside, Scragged Oak Road.


[bookmark: _Toc268262463]KIG – Joint Parishes Group (JPG)
Contact:	Richard Jacques				Established: 2007					 01634 - 867173

Kent International Gateway, Land West of Junction 8 M20, Maidstone

This is a consortium of 15 Parish Councils representing 24,000 electors which have joined together to fight the proposal.  The consortium is made up of the following Parish Councils: Bearsted, Boxley, Broomfield & Kingswood, Chart Sutton, Detling, Downswood, Harrietsham, Hollingbourne, Langley, Leeds, Lenham, Otham, Sutton Valence, Thurnham, and Ulcombe.

The Public Enquiry ended the day before Christmas Eve.  The Parish Council, through the Joint Parishes Group, attended every day and succeeded in striking some important blows against the Applicant, AXA.   

The Inspectors have written their report which has gone to the Government department.  The contents of that report will not be published until the new Secretary of State makes his decision.  This is not likely to occur until June at the earliest.  

We understand that Governments sometimes sit on these reports for months or even years if they have other things on their minds.
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Contact: Janice Kennard   							 			01622 - 737270

Old School Playing Field

In the summer of 2009 application was made to Jenny Whittle, our KCC member and to John Horne our Borough Council member for grant assistance towards the purchase of a sign and bins for the Old School Playing Field. The application to the Mayor’s Fund grant for this work was not successful.

£1,200 was received from Cllr Jenny Whittle
 £  350 was received from Cllr John Horne

The benches installed were donated by individuals in memory of their lost ones at no cost to the Parish Council.

Horish Wood

It was decided, in order to make Horish Wood a safer place for dog walkers, to apply for grant aid to replace damaged fencing of the perimeter as well as provide a notice board and waste bin.

A grant of £8,765 for this work was gained from Awards for All.

Work will commence shortly.

Dead Tree by Telephone Box, The Street

A grant of £250 has been received from John Horne to remove and replace this tree.  

This work was carried out in July 2010.
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Contact:  Parish Clerk				 Established: 2005		 www.detlingparish.co.uk	    

The Parish Councils website is currently in the process of being redeveloped and designed in order to make it more user friendly. It is anticipated that this will be completed and the new site will be up and running from October 2010.

When designed the Parish Council will be making contact with all village organisations to invite them to place their details and reports on the website.
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 Registered Charity No. 269784

Contact:	Richard Alexander			Established: 1976					01622 -  858361

This year has seen no substantial changes to the Hall which, as always, continues to be run for the benefit of Detling Village and its inhabitants, as well as outside organizations who enjoy what the Hall can offer in many and various ways. It provides a pleasant and enjoyable venue for all sorts of activities ranging from Birthday Parties, through to business meetings and conferences.

It is pleasing to note that the vast majority of users do leave the Hall in the condition in which they found it, but sad to say that some do not and this is where we spend most of the maintenance and upkeep costs even though, in some cases, we are able to recover some of the expense involved.

The financial figures continue to be most satisfactory under the watchful eye of our Treasurer, Pat Boetius. The bookings are good with new hirers appearing to be most satisfied and whilst our Booking Clerk, Penny Day, runs an excellent Website with many “hits” for either information or making bookings, word of mouth also brings new business.

The maintenance of the Hall has continued on a regular basis such that there are no outstanding requirements, although some plans are in hand for future improvement and updating of some items.

It is with the greatest regret that we lost our Secretary, Lesley Savage. She was a real stalwart for the Hall Committee and nothing was too much trouble - it is only when someone like her has gone, do you realize what they did. However, we are sure that our new Secretary, Jacqui Watson, will be equally capable.

As always, the Christmas Fair was a great success and this was due to Lesley Savage’s organization and flair; it was a great pity that she was not able to be there on the day, but gave copious instructions to all concerned, particularly Chris White who stepped into the role of Co-ordinator.

All those mentioned, and the Committee as a whole, are to be thanked for their continued hard work over the past year, as well as the Parish Council for their support.
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During the course of the year the Parish Council has been very pro-active in its liaison with external authorities and bodies.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Kent County Council 					Kent County Showground
Maidstone Borough Council 				English Nature
Kent Association of Local Councils 			British Trust of Conservation Volunteers

The Maidstone Police 					Kent Wildlife Trust
Maidstone Area Mobile Library				Action Communities in Rural Kent
Campaign for the Protection of Rural England		Kent Men of Trees


Of our more regular contacts and partnerships we maintain close working relationships with our Member of Parliament Hugh Robertson MP and Maidstone Borough Councillor John Horne.


[bookmark: _Toc268262468]Hugh Robertson MP		              Elected :  2001				01622 - 851616

Once again, the past year, for anyone living in Detling, has been overshadowed by the Kent International Gateway development.  As many of you will know, I spoke at the Public Inquiry where the case against the development was put with skill and passion.  I am enormously grateful to Kent County Council, Maidstone Borough Council, the Joint Parishes Group, StopKIG and the many hundreds of members of the public who turned up to support the campaign against this development.  It is now with the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Development who has been left in no doubt about the strength of public feeling about this issue.

The other local issue to have found resonance on the national stage has been the fight to preserve services at Maidstone Hospital.  With a brand new hospital being constructed at Pembury, this has been a struggle but I am determined, in concert with my new neighbour Helen Grant MP, to fight to retain as many services as possible at Maidstone.

On a personal note, the General Election had a happy outcome when I became the Minister for Sport and the Olympics in the new coalition government.  It is a fantastic challenge and I am absolutely focussed on bringing the benefits of London 2012 to Kent – and the wider country.

I will look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at local events over the next year.
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Last June I was elected County Councillor for Detling, one of 16 parishes of varying size in my Division stretching from Stockbury to Headcorn.  The dominant issue in my campaign and over the past year is of course the Kent International Gateway application.  The strength of local spirit in Detling and the surrounding villages against these proposals was clearly evident at the Public Inquiry, with evidence given by the Stop-KIG group, the Joint Parishes Group and individual residents who spoke so forcefully.  For my part, I met with the Chief Fire Officer, Charlie Hendry, and he kindly agreed to submit the concerns of his organisation on emergency and access issues.  A decision is likely to be made in the Summer - let's all pray that the Secretary of State will see sense and throw out plans that would severely impact on the quality of life we are fortunate to enjoy here.  
 
The county's roads bore the brunt of the heavy winter snowfall with pothole faults unsurprisingly being the top issue in my postbag.  The Leader of Kent County Council, Paul Carter, recently announced the appointment of Steadline, a tarmac firm based on the Detling Aerodrome Estate, to undertake repairs in Detling and across Maidstone.  The work they undertook in the village in mid-April has been well received by residents with whom I have spoken.  We still have much work to do to bring all our roads up to a good standard, but I am pleased that we are supporting a local reputable firm during a recession with the possibility of further work if they carry on undertaking repairs to a high standard.  
 
I am also Deputy Cabinet Member for Education at KCC and have visited nearly 100 schools since I was appointed to this position last June.  Kent has a diverse choice of schools offering real choice for parents, ranging from grammar schools, high schools, special schools (Kent was one of the few councils that not only retained but expanded special schools), faith schools and vocational centres of excellence, offering practical and work based courses for 14-16 year olds ranging from engineering, construction, catering, horticulture, plumbing and hair and beauty.  Invicta Grammar School is now officially the best performing state secondary school in the country and Valley Park Community School is one of the most oversubscribed schools in the county.  I am a governor at Harrietsham Primary School, which has achieved a "good" Ofsted inspection and runs a well-attended Saturday morning French club, and Swadelands School, where GCSE results have significantly improved compared to several years ago.  
 
The County Council is responsible for Children's Services and Education, Highways, Adult Social Services, waste disposal, libraries, cultural facilities, regeneration and a host of other responsibilities.  I am always happy to speak to anybody seeking my advice or guidance on matters ranging from school admissions and transport appeals, to village hall grants and social care packages for elderly relatives (among others).  I can be contacted on 01622 734897 or jenny.whittle@kent.gov.uk.


[bookmark: _Toc268262470]Councillor John Horne	Our Borough Councillor     Elected : 2001    01622 - 739377	
There have this year been certain notable events, not least:   

The KIG Public Inquiry
The KIG Inquiry finally closed on the 23rd December 2009, after 34 hearing days. Together with Cllr Bradshaw, I appeared with the Joint Parishes Group at the Inquiry. This was a consortium of 14 Parish Councils; in which, Detling Parish Council played a major and significant role, and I do thank them for this. The JPG concentrated on targeting specific areas of evidence—challenge to SEEDA, who later withdrew their support – challenged the lack of EU Environmental compliance- pointed to a key issue of the lighting curfew - challenged the ecology and medical impact on the locality and the absence of a complete archaeological survey.

Mote Park to Detling – Cycle Route
This topic was reported to a meeting of the Maidstone Joint Transportation Board.
The last element of the route includes an on-carriage signed cycle route from Weavering Street to Hockers Lane and The Street. I raised particular road safety issues for this section of the route.

Review of Rail Services
I know how important a good rail route to the City is for many who live in Detling.
In February the MBC External Overview & Scrutiny Committee interviewed Mr. Mike Gibson, Public Affairs Manager for South-Eastern. The new service specification included the withdrawal of the off peak services to Cannon Street and three shoulder peak services. He stated, a demand validation survey showed that it was not profitable to reinstate these services. The longer term aim was to add the Thames-link services, which would form part of the new rail franchise specification. Since then, the KCC transport forum has taken up these issues, complaining of a county disparity with HS1 services in parts of Kent and cancellation of vital services in the other.

Detling Conservation Area
A planning application within the Conservation Area triggered a number of local concerns. The Parish Council and the Residents Association were unhappy with the demolition of the Old Coach House and the Old Barn, which they felt enhanced the character of the street scene. I supported these views at the planning hearing. However, Officers said that both buildings were so dilapidated that they were not capable of restoration.

It was unfortunate that this had to be decided before the completed consultation on the Detling Conservation Area Management Plan.

 Village Design Statement
The Detling community have worked so hard to put together a VDS and once adopted, have this acknowledged as a Supplementary Planning Document for Detling.

The Government now prefers a community planning approach.

One of the key issues within the new spatial planning policy is community consultation and community involvement. Local Authorities are urged to pay close attention to the contents of non statutory parish and community plans. At the same time a Developer could ignore such plans.

I am seeking further clarification.

Climate Adaptation – Core Strategy Consultation 

The Local Government Association has published a helpful paper on Climate Impact—

One issue; Adaptation - means taking action to deal with the consequence of climate change.
· Streets and Buildings uncomfortably hot in Summer
· Flooding problems
· Do you need to plan to manage water more effectively

With colleagues, I responded to the Environment Agency consultation – Water for People and the Environment

I have proposed that MBC and KCC will continue a dialogue on these issues.

Please do comment, when the Core Strategy for Maidstone is available for public consultation.

All my very best wishes,
            


[bookmark: _Toc268262471]Rural Policing

Contact:  PC Ian Loader and PCSO Lindsay Woods							01622 - 604392

Hello I am PC Ian Loader, the local Police Officer for Detling.  I work alongside PCSO Lindsay Woods, where we both regularly patrol the village and frequently use Detling Village Hall for police surgeries, where residents are welcome to come and discuss any policing issues with us. 

Both Lindsay and I have spent time engaging with residents to try and identify what the local issues are and how we can support the community that we police. We work closely with the Parish Council and other agencies to ensure that when there are problems we can work quickly to resolve them.  

Some problems that have been identified throughout the year have been with fly tipping in the rural areas of Detling, rural crime being committed at farms or isolated areas that are targeted because of their vulnerability, speeding in Hockers Lane and the use of off road vehicles around Hermitage Lane, Pilgrims Way and the rural lanes.

Because of this we have spent time on planning and completing specific operations that will target these problems. This included Operation Zenith, which was a multi agency approach to combat fly tipping. Operation Tree, which we used to proactively target areas where crime had been committed to identify and arrest any offenders and Operation Gloss, which was an off road bike operation that included the enforcement of motoring offences and vehicles being used in an anti social manner. All have been very successful and will help to reduce the problems within the area. 

We have spent time engaging with and proactively providing a service to the community of Detling.  If anyone who wishes to contact either Lindsay or I to discuss any policing issues then please call the Maidstone Rural Neighbourhood office on 01622 604392, or email at maidstonerural.neighbourhood@kent .pnn.police.uk


[bookmark: _Toc268262472]Neighbourhood Watch (Nhw)
Contact:  Viv Hammond				Established: 1992					01622 - 867173
Submitted by: Mike Denny								   www.detlingnhw.co.uk

Our watch has been running for over two years now and we have a small committee of 6 who meet bi-monthly. We have nearly 80 members from the Village.

We attended two events during 2009 with the Neighbourhood Watch stall, the Garden Safari and the Christmas Fair. We provided safety and information leaflets, sold shed alarms, raffled security devices and attracted some new members.

Each month we contribute an article to the Detling News, report to the monthly Parish meeting and regularly update our members by passing on emailed information from the Police.

There is a lot more we’d like to do but are always constrained by time; we are always looking for new volunteers to help us.

We will continue to raise awareness and help to keep our village a safe place to live throughout 2010 and would welcome anyone who would like to join us as a member or help out on the committee


[bookmark: _Toc268262473]Police Liaison 
Contact: John Clayton										01622 - 604392

PCSO Lindsay Woods     
Detling was pleased to be able to welcome our new neighbourhood officer PCSO Lindsey Woods.  Lindsey has made a very good start in showing a more initiative driven and enthusiastic approach to the policing of Detling .We are sure she will continue in this vain and would urge the people of Detling village to support her efforts, Lindsey is part of the Maidstone rural neighbourhood policing team covering North Downs, Detling and Thurnham and Bredhurst wards. If you have any local concerns about policing in your neighbourhood, please call her.                                                

PC Ian Loader             
Is our neighbourhood officer for Detling and Thurnham and Boxley wards If you have an issue which you think the Police should be working on as one of our priorities for these area, please call him to discuss it.

THE PACT INITIATIVE   (PARTNERS AND COMMUNITY TOGETHER)
	The name of the new organization is “Partners and Community Together”, hereafter referred to as the PACT Panel.  The purpose of the PACT Panel is to act on behalf of the community of DETLING to carry out the following tasks: 

1. Identify ways of engaging and involving the whole community and gather the views and opinions of groups and organizations. Giving a focus for identifying community concerns and getting something done about them. PACT processes have been established within every ward across Kent and Medway following the implementation of Neighbourhood Policing. 

2. The PACT Panel will determine the best way of gathering information it will review the previous 3 months information and discuss with the local Detling community the priorities that require more detailed action, then from the top three items an action plan will be devised. 

The times and dates for the meetings are shown below all are welcome to attend.

Meetings and Surgeries
	 
	Date
	Time
	Venue

	PACT meeting
	Monday 17 May
	7.30 PM - 8.00 PM
	Marriott hotel with parish council meeting

	Mobile police station
	Saturday 22 May
	10.00 AM - 2.00 PM
	Detling show ground

	Mobile police station
	Sunday 23 May
	10.00 AM - 2.00 PM
	Detling show ground

	PACT meeting
	Tuesday 1 June
	7.00 PM - 7.30 PM
	Detling village hall with parish council meeting

	PACT meeting
	Monday 21 June
	7.30 PM - 8.00 PM
	Marriott hotel with parish council meeting

	PACT meeting
	Tuesday 6 July
	7.00 PM - 7.30 PM
	Detling village hall with parish council meeting

	Mobile police station
	Friday 16 July
	10.00 AM - 2.00 PM
	Detling county show ground

	Mobile police station
	Saturday 17 July
	10.00 AM - 2.00 PM
	Detling county show ground

	Mobile police station
	Sunday 18 July
	10.00 AM - 2.00 PM
	Detling county show ground

	PACT meeting
	Monday 19 July
	7.30 PM - 8.00 PM
	Marriott hotel with Thurnham parish council



CRIME STATISTICS
The Good news is that the average number of crimes in this area has decreased from 16.7 to 14.7 (12%) (Compared to the same three month period last year) 


Crime rates* in this area for the last 12 months
	Month
	Burglary
	Robbery
	Vehicle crime
	Violence
	Anti-social behaviour
	All crime

	April
	1
	0
	1
	1
	11
	8

	May
	4
	0
	2
	2
	6
	16

	June
	4
	0
	1
	7
	11
	21

	July
	0
	0
	5
	3
	10
	20

	August
	4
	0
	3
	1
	8
	12

	September
	1
	0
	3
	0
	6
	9

	October
	2
	0
	3
	2
	0
	15

	November
	2
	0
	2
	1
	4
	9

	December
	1
	0
	3
	2
	0
	20

	January
	6
	0
	2
	1
	3
	14

	February
	4
	0
	7
	1
	3
	16

	March
	2
	0
	1
	1
	9
	14




It is as always important that a village community like Detling continues to look after each other in respect to crime and other areas of well being; the Police and Neighbourhood watch needs the support of all of us


[bookmark: _Toc268262474]HIGHWAYS
[bookmark: _Toc268262475]Contract Services

Road sweeping and litter picking is being carried out by Kent Highways along the following roads:

Every 6 weeks		The Street				Queensway	
Pilgrims Way East 			Princes Way
Orchard View			Harple Lane	
Hockers Lane			Scragged Oak Road	
				Hockers Close			Church Lane (part)

Every 12 weeks		A249	Pilgrims Way West
				Pilgrims Way East (beyond the cricket ground)
				Hockers Lane (south of the Gateway)

If your road has not been swept at these times, please contact the Parish Clerk.

[bookmark: _Toc268262476]The A249 Action Group
Contact: Lyle Cathcart 				Established: 2003					 

In my report to you for last year [2008/09] I advised you that the Kent County Council had commissioned a report on 'The overall Safety Scheme for the A249', and an action plan for the 'Freight Management in Kent' which was to cover such items as HGV parking in Lay-Bys, overnight parking, and Operation Stack.

The only positive action to date has been the release of the "A249 Safety Review" which was the subject of the meeting held on 27 April 2010 at which representatives of this group and other interested parties were present to discuss their comments on the Draft Report that had been circulated late last year.

The conclusions of this meeting were that in principle the provision of any roundabouts along the A249 between the M20 and the M2 are very unlikely to receive funding in the foreseeable future.  The question of the closure of the crossovers at Pilgrims Way and at  Scragged Oak Lane have been shelved but a number of upgrading measures will be carried out at both of these locations and the results of these measures will be monitored before the closures are reconsidered.  Generally all the signage and white lining along the A249 is to be reviewed which should result in a reduction in the number of signs and more appropriate white lining.
The meeting was advised that the report does not consider it is necessary to review any changes to the present speed limits.  The representatives present agreed that a review was necessary and requested further discussion on this item.

Unfortunately with the financial restrictions and the crash statistics now being used it appears there is little hope that this stretch of the A249 will be upgraded from its present sub standard condition.

Additional Note:

Early in 2010 Kent County Council produced a report recommending the closure of a number of crossings along the A249. Most importantly the Pilgrims Way at Detling was targeted for closure. Councillor’s Cosgrove, McLaggan and Denny attended a meeting with other Parishes, the police and Highways and argued against this shocking decision. We are pleased to report that on the day Kent County Council withdrew this recommendation and we are assured that this vital east-west crossing that links the village with the community of Pilgrims Way and Harple Lane is not to be closed.


[bookmark: _Toc268262477]PARISH OPEN SPACES

The Parish is dissected by a network of 24 separate footpaths, bridleways and byways totalling 10.7km in length.

There are an extensive network of footpaths, bridleways and byways in the Parish, in varying condition and with good and poor way markings. A survey of all paths is still to be conducted in conjunction with KCC’s Parish Paths Partnership, as the starting point of a proper maintenance plan.  


[bookmark: _Toc268262478]The Larches
Contact:  Tim Bell (Head Ranger)			Established: 1976					01474 - 823800

Winter 2009/10 saw a focus on restoring the chalk grassland areas at The Larches.  Natural England were consulted on the most effective approach for this and as there was such an abundance of dogwood and shrubby growth it was decided that mulching the whole area was the best method. 

In November a tractor flailed the 3 grazing areas cutting the shrubs down to ground level. The site looked very barren after this but it was essential in order to remove the dense shrub layer.  The site has then been heavily grazed by the Kent Wildlife Trust’s six Exmoor ponies for the whole of winter.  The ponies were supplementary fed through the snow by the Wildlife Trust.  Two ponies were left on for a much longer period of time than usual in order to help suppress the growth of the willow herb and woody shrubs.  This is restoration grazing rather than conservation grazing hence the site looked heavier grazed than in previous years.

Woodland works saw the cutting and retreatment of some areas of Sycamore re-growth and the annual works carried out for health and safety purposes.

This year saw the retirement of our long standing warden Alan Barritt. He showed a great dedication to the site over a long period of time and will be sorely missed.

A major change for this year is that Kent County Council have handed the site over to the Kent Wildlife Trust to manage for the next ten years as of July 1st 2010. They will be responsible for all management of the site and the ranger in charge of the site is Alison Ruyter whose e-mail address is alison.ruyter@kentwildlife.org.uk.  

This has already proved successful with a good abundance of yellow birds nest, ground pine and white helleborine being identified on site by the Wildlife Trust. As in previous years good populations of adder have been found on site.

Public Rights of Way resurfaced Hermitage Lane and the North Downs Way along the top of the site in the winter also making the paths much more user friendly all year round.

The Kent County Council rangers would like to thank all the local people who have helped them to look after the site over the years and hope that they will show the same level of support for the Kent Wildlife Trust.




[bookmark: _Toc268262479]Horish Wood
Contact:  Geoff Cosgrove			        Purchased for the Parish: 2005			              01622 – 630462

This year saw the continued development of the wood and open grassland. John Monk continued with his work with some tree clearance to make some glades and open areas within the wood. He has taken up more of the old mesh fencing and added it along the Motorway fence to help prevent dogs getting out onto the M20. 


A similar fence is planned along the A249 and this route is currently being cleared in preparation, once more a grant of £8,765 for this work obtained from ‘Awards for All’ and we hope this work is completed for the summer.





Planting of 25 English Oak trees on the 5th December 2009


On December 5th 2009 we took the opportunity to take part in the BBC’s Breathing Spaces World Record attempt at planting the most trees in an hour. The record wasn’t broken but over 230,000 trees were planted in that one hour, leaving a significant legacy for future generations.
 
We were given 25 English Oak trees, free of charge by the KCC Free Tree Scheme and though the generosity of our new parish Tree Wardens Nigel & Peta McCulloch who provided the stakes and tree guards and Jean Roberts in bringing along quantities of manure we managed to plant them on the open area along the access road between Hockers Land entrance and the CTRL balancing pond next to the woodland.

We are aware of more “free” trees and will be looking to take up this option in the future. If anyone wants to donate a tree, perhaps to a loved one then please let us know.

[bookmark: _Toc268262480]Old School Playing Field
Contact:  Geoff Cosgrove				Given to the Parish: 2009  				01622 – 630462

This year saw the official opening of the Old School Playing Field by Cllr Paul Carter, Leader of the KCC. The parish raised money from our local councillors; Jenny Whittle and John Horne to put in a wide kissing gate and path and a litter bin. We were pleased to be able to provide three wooden benches each kindly donated by people with a connection to Detling and made by the Blackthorn Trust, these benches are dedicated to:
	
        In memory of Maggie Barker                             In memory of Alice May Conn.
17th January 1957 - 4th February 2008                and all her Detling friends 1921 - 2006


Gone are the days we used to share, 
but in my heart you are always there.
Remembering Jack & Joyce Presniell


The parish has a contract for regular grass cutting and each year is planting bulbs along the verge and in the field to further enhance the area. 
The information board outside the entrance to the playing field reads:



	DETLING PARISH COUNCIL

	
Old School Playing Field

This was the site of the playing field, which was to the rear of Detling Primary School, originally donated by Robert Rugg of East Court to the Church in 1856.  The playing field was part of a field purchased by KCC from Edward Haynes Tarrant Hubbard of The Manor House, Detling on 8th August 1933 and used for hay making up to 1968. The side access road was transferred to KCC by the Parish Council in November 1969 and the rear Junior block together with playing field were added by KCC and opened in 1971.

Due to falling pupil numbers the school closed in August 2007.

Detling Parish Council campaigned for over 25 years for an open space in the village and in March 2008 successfully changed this area designation to “Public Open Space” 

Kent County Council kindly donated this field to the Parish Council in January 2009.

Opened by 
Paul Carter, Leader of Kent County Council
 on 
12th September 2009

Parish Clerk   01634 867173                                                                          PLEASE, NO DOGS OR GOLF







[bookmark: _Toc268262481]Scragged Oak Viewpoint
Contact:  Parish Clerk					Established: 2002					

Scragged Oak Viewpoint is the triangle of land between Scragged Oak Road and the A249 containing beech woodland and chalk grassland known for its biodiversity and glorious views over the Kent countryside. In the 1990s the area became an eyesore and a place for fly-tipping and anti-social behaviour. 
Kent Highways have granted Detling Parish Council a formal ‘licence to cultivate’ and the council is now managing the site. The viewpoint is now one of Kent Wildlife Trust’s roadside nature reserves 
However, on a more positive note, the project officer for KWT’s Roadside Nature Reserves is quite keen to look at the possibility of working with her team to do some practical work at Scragged Oak Viewpoint this autumn.  
This could involve arranging a date for the task and then trying to promote it locally to see if we can get some local interest to work alongside KWT volunteers. So please look out for this work and come along to lend a hand.
 

[bookmark: _Toc268262482]Bredhurst Woodland Action Group
Contact:  Vanessa Jones				Established:  2005				07813 - 785940 

Bredhurst Woodland Action Group (BWAG) continues to be just as busy as when the group was first started by six residents in 2005.  We now have around 350 members and run numerous fund raising and nature events throughout the year.  

Twelve months ago saw another visit from the Royal Engineers (RE) who restored 500m of footpath.  Material cost BWAG £9,000 with the REs giving their manpower and machinery free of charge.  Fund raising events held during the last year included our annual Christmas Carol Concert and the first ‘Bredhurst in Focus’ photographic competition with around 200 exhibits and over 250 visitors.  

Wildlife surveys have monitored small mammals, dormice, moths and flora with a number of orchids now recorded including Pyramidal, Common Spotted, Early Purple, Fragrant, Lady, Bee, Fly and Greater Butterfly.  The rare Adonis Blue butterfly has also been observed on the chalk grassland which surrounds much of the 600 acre site which straddles the parishes of Bredhurst, Detling and Boxley.  

Two Trustees, Robin Grimble and Cllr Wendy Hinder, have left us this year and we welcome their replacements, Steve Wright and Larry Brooks to the Board of Trustees.  Regular task days are now held on the 3rd Sunday in every month with volunteers tackling a variety of tasks including fencing and scrub clearance.  HSBC recently visited Bredhurst Woods as part of their ‘HSBC in the Community’ initiative and helped with the installation of two horse gates.   

We have just been awarded £1,000 from Grassroots Grants for the purchase of tools needed for our volunteer days.  We are also seeking the donation of old or unwanted tools which we can restore and put to good use.  We are hoping to secure further funding to revise the Management Plan, written for us by Kent Wildlife Trust, and for more coppicing and glade creation which will allow more light onto the woodland floor, benefiting both flora and fauna.  KCC Public Rights of Way are planning further path restoration and the Mid Kent Downs Project has designed two interpretation boards which will soon be installed.  

If you wish to know more about the work of BWAG, please visit www.bwag.org.uk  or call Vanessa Jones on 07813 785940.


[bookmark: _Toc268262483]Quiet Lanes
Contact:  Mike Denny and Jean Roberts		Established:  2004				

Detling and surrounding parishes are located in an area of largely unspoiled natural beauty dissected by a network of narrow lanes. Unfortunately many of these lanes are suffering from improper use which is destroying verges, disfiguring the environment and threatens the safety of pedestrians and other road users. 

The Quiet Lanes scheme aims to set up a network of lanes where the attitudes and behaviour of vehicle drivers are sensitised, verges are restored, and walking, cycling and horse riding are encouraged. A scheme already operates in parts of Britain and including an area south of Maidstone. Under the auspices of the Mid Kent Downs Steering Group this now covers the 14 parishes north of Maidstone, including Detling. 

An outline proposal has been prepared piloted on the Pilgrims Way, which passes through five local parishes, and approved by the Mid Kent Downs Steering Group. The project includes ideas for improving the appearance and safety of the lane through speed limits, planting and road narrowing, with designated passing places and pinch-points. The project has been taken to Kent Highways who have been asked to help take this forward; unfortunately they have been slow to respond in a constructive way. 



[bookmark: _Toc268262484]CONSERVATION AREA

The concept of conservation areas was introduced by the Civic Amenities Act of 1967, but the relevant legislation is now contained in the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act of 1990. This places a duty on local authorities to designate conservation areas where appropriate. Conservation Areas are defined in the legislation as “areas of special architectural or historic interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance”

The Street from just above the Cock Horse Inn down to Hockers Lane has been designated a Conservation Area.  This means that the overall appearance of the heart of the village is special and needs to be preserved. 

Maidstone Borough Council has adopted a Management Plan for the Conservation Area after consulting the Parish Council.  The boundaries of the Conservation Area have been expanded at the northern end of The Street.  The Parish Council succeeded in persuading MBC to change the priority to given to reducing the overhead wiring in The Street from medium priority to high priority.

The second of the two planning applications for 21–25 The Street, was approved by MBC, with some minor changes and conditions.  The Parish Council had objected, not to the general ideas, but to several details.  Mainly these related to the treatment of the Old Barn site and the Old Coach house.  Currently portions of the whole area are for sale as separate building plots.  No doubt, in due course, we will be receiving individual applications for each site.  The Parish Council will do its best to see that any developments enhance the Conservation Area rather than detract from it.


[bookmark: _Toc268262485]LOCAL BUSINESSES

[bookmark: _Toc268262486]Local Services

Detling has a number of local businesses. We have been under the threat of closure of the village Post Office Services as it has been up for sale over two years now. We have lost the school and we do not want to see the pub or shop go either, as that will have a devastating effect on our village fabric and life. 

We have, amongst others:

 		The Village Stores and Post Office		The Cock Horse Inn					Kent County Showground				


[bookmark: _Toc268262487]The Cock Horse Inn
Contact: Colin & Jackie Howarth			Established: 14th Century				01622 – 737092
www.cockhorseinn.co.uk	
								
Our sincere thanks to the residents of Detling who have supported their village pub for the past 18 years and most recently, the last 12 months.  Also, our thanks go to our near neighbours for their understanding if any occasional evening has been a little late or a little noisier than usual.  

Since the exterior has been painted and new tubs have been put in place, we would like to think that we have made our little contribution in the appearance of the village. 

We are always open to new ideas and constructive criticism, so if you have any thoughts please drop us a line or two or, better still, call in and Jackie or myself will be happy to discuss them with you



[bookmark: _Toc268262488]The Village Stores
Contact: Mike Tamsett MBE			Established: 1870’s				01622 – 738935

Having celebrated our 25th year of trading, Detling Stores continues to trade as normal.

The highlight of the past year probably came over Christmas and the New Year period when we suffered the worst winter for many a year. It’s amazing how much extra business comes our way when the roads become treacherous and public transport stops and so we were very grateful for the silver lining in the cloud. The snow brought down the barn opposite the shop and it was quite symbolic as a farewell to Mid Kent Electrical. We miss their friendly staff and are always pleased to see them popping in from time to time.

The Oriels have now been completed and we welcome the new customers these properties have bought us. Hopefully, during the forthcoming year, the proposed new dwellings on the Mid Kent Electrical will be completed and bring some fresh new faces to the village.

In July the Post Office will be going “on line” in the latest venture to modernise the organisation. I would like to ask everyone for their patience during this period as early reports indicate the system can be extremely slow. In the broader scheme of things, the Post Office is still on target for their 5 year recovery plan and we appear to be coming out of the red and trading with positive profit. One can only hope the new coalition government is pro Post Office and Royal Mail.

On a sadder note, we have missed Eileen (our friendly Yorkshire lass) during the afternoons due to ill health. Eileen is still battling on in her usual bubbly way and we wish her the very best in her recovery.

May I take this opportunity to thank all our regular customers for their support throughout the last year and invite all members of the parish to use the shop as often as they can – We do try to provide a good service.


[bookmark: _Toc268262489]Kent County Showground
Contact:	Gill Collins			Established: 1923 				01622 - 630975




ALL CHANGE FOR THE KENT COUNTY SHOW 2010 July 16th, 17th & 18th July

The Kent County Show is the largest 3 day event in the county with nearly 100,000 visitors each year.  This year The Kent County Agricultural Society, organisers of the event are pleased to announce a new and improved Show with something different for everyone.  

The main emphasis will be on Farming and Agriculture and our interactive ‘Why Farming Matters’ will move opposite the Main Gate to allow visitors to ‘learn something new’ about farming, the countryside and where food comes from.  The partnership between many agricultural and rural companies will concentrate on different themes to highlight why farming is important to Kent and Britain as a whole.  

The Countryside Area will be extended and moved to allow even better viewing of interactive displays, hound pens, gundogs, birds of prey and terrier racing. The new Countryside Ring will take the place of part of the old Falmouth Ring and will benefit from a Members only grandstand. There will be a new public lawn opposite the Show Office as well as a number of wider entrances to viewing areas around the Astor Ring. This ring will now host all the major ring attractions including the Grand Parade of Livestock, the top show jumping classes and for 2010 a display by the White Helmets Motorcycle Display Team.

Themed catering courts have been introduced to encourage a wider variety of food. These will include the International, Farm to Fork, Traditionally British and an extended and moved Produced in Kent area renamed ‘A Taste of Kent’.

The Society also launched their 2010 advertising campaign this month with the tag line ‘Let the Show Begin’.  Visitors will find something even more different than in previous years and for the second year running we will be offering families with up to four children aged 5 – 15, free entry with every two advance adult tickets purchased, this system means an adult family member can request two additional complimentary child tickets with every pre-paid adult purchased.  An adult ticket purchased ahead of the Kent County Show will be £15.00.

Log on to the new website: www.kentshow.co.uk or call 01622 630975


[bookmark: _Toc268262490]PARISH ORGANISATIONS

The Parish has for its size a very active and varied social life. Here are the annual reports of our Parish Organisations: 

[bookmark: _Toc268262491]Detling Badminton Club
Contact:	 Mark Chase				Established:  1976				01622 - 736818

The club has been in existence for many years now and although we were once a thriving club competing in local leagues, the popularity of the sport has declined recently.  Seven of us now regularly turn out on Sunday and Tuesday evenings 8-10 p.m. at the Detling Village Hall.

Badminton is a good way of keeping fit and having a good deal of fun along the way.  We are always on the lookout for new people to come and join us so if you fancy a go why not come along.

[bookmark: _Toc268262492]Detling Short Mat Bowls Club
Contact:	 David French				Established:  1984				01622 - 750369

The past year has been fairly busy with our participation in the Maidstone Triples League and some members playing in Kent County Competitions. During this year the Club has achieved the top place in Division 2 in the League after a number of hard fought games and the Club has now been promoted to the 1st Division for the next season.  

The Club has also triumphed in a series of Knockout Competition held within the League and won The Ted Messer Cup on Sunday 25th April.

This cup was donated to the League by a gentleman who was a founder member in setting up Short Mat Bowls Clubs in the South East, Ted unfortunately passed away last year after a long illness but his contribution to the game is remembered by this competition.         
  
The Bowls Club meet every Monday evening in the Village Hall at 7.30pm until 10pm.

For further information please contact myself on (01622 750369) or pop in on Monday evenings for a chat or just watch to see if Short Mat Bowls is for you.

We look forward to seeing you.
	

[bookmark: _Toc268262493]The Detling Players
Contact:	Jenny Pember				Established:  1975				01622 - 753562
John Munson (Chair 2007 – 2009) 							www.detlingplayers.co.uk

 The Players had a successful year with two productions in the village hall.  The Players also had representative readers at the Village Christmas concert.

The first production was 'Benefactors' by Michael Frayne.  This was directed by Gavin McLaggan, with a strong cast.  On the last night, Gavin chose to make it a supper event.  Those volunteers who organised the catering did a wonderful job, in supporting those on stage!  This turned out to be very popular, and although the cost of a production is high, the show more than covered its costs.

The November production was almost chosen by the young cast who had previously appeared in 'The Railway Children'.  The play chosen was, 'The Wind in the Willows'.  This play was great fun and was also successful, due in no small part not only to a very keen cast but also to a vast army of helpers.  Many of these helpers were new to the group. What was extra special was that many of them lived in Detling.  'The Wind in the Willows' involved just on fifty people.  The director was John Munson.

The Players were saddened by the death of Pat Lisle, who gave greatly appreciated back stage help at most of The Players productions, just as she had with 'The Wind in the Willows'.  Pat will be greatly missed.
 
 To join in a players show you don't have to be an actor.  It can be great fun helping back stage with props or costumes, set building or even serving interval refreshments. In a production, everyone is part of a friendly team; it has to work that way.
 
 We are a friendly bunch and it can be great just joining in with others.  Ring our secretary, Jenny Pember on 01622 - 753562 to find out more.


[bookmark: _Toc268262494]The Detling Singers
Contact:	 Edward Rubie				Established: 1974					01622 - 880404

The Detling Singers gave the following concerts during the year:
	
	April		-	An entertainment following a St Georges day dinner.
July		-	A celebration of the Kentish Orchard at Lynsted Church.
	September	-	Music for an Autumn Evening at Detling Church.
	October	-	A birthday celebration for Holm & Danley WI.
	December	-	The returned of Detling’s Christmas Concert. 

Carols at The Heart of Kent Hospice.

We were very fortunate to have the services of Kerne Clemence to accompany the choir during the year; he also played solo pieces at several of the concerts.

This year the instrumental items in the Christmas Concert were played by Saxophones Plus. 

Our programme for 2010 includes a return visit to Lynsted Church, a concert for the Flower Festival in Westerham Church, another music evening in Detling Church and a Christmas entertainment for Upchurch WI.

Following the outstanding success of the revitalised Christmas Concert in Detling, with the added support of both Detling WI and Detling Players, we are hoping there will be support for a similar concert in 2010.  The date for this special event is provisionally set as Saturday 11th December 2010.
	
We continued to meet regularly to sing on Monday evenings in the school hall, new songs are learnt and old favourites revisited.  A warm welcome awaits anyone interested in joining us for an introductory evening of part singing.  The choir has vacancies for sopranos, altos, tenors and bases.  

For more information please contact Edward Rubie (01622 880404).  



[bookmark: _Toc268262495]Detling Friends Of Heart Of Kent Hospice (Dfhkh)
Contact:	 Pat Dale				Established:  1987 - 2004				 01622 - 737577

The Friends concluded their remarkable fund raising efforts as an organised group six years ago, but they have continued to keep in touch and hold the occasional coffee morning.



[bookmark: _Toc268262496]Detling Church 
Contact:	 Rev’d Susan Hollins	          	   Established: 13th Century				01622 – 758606
Submitted by: David Humfrey

The number registered on the electoral roll at the 2009 was 69, an increase of 5 over 2008. The average attendance at services during the year was 28, also an increase over the previous year, with substantially higher numbers at festivals and special occasions. Weekly services are held at 11.00 on Sundays, interspersed with All Age Services for families and young people.

The regeneration of the choir and the enthusiasm of the Churchwardens and Mrs Tikki Gulland in support of our priests have helped in the growth and participation in the weekly services. The two Churchwardens, Mrs June Eckton and Mrs Margaret Cooke, have again shouldered the heavy burden of responsibility with admirable fortitude and energy. In addition they have been faced with the task of managing the security of the vacant Detling Primary School buildings.

The year has seen the beneficial effects of the new building alterations, undertaken mainly in 2008, namely the addition of the kitchenette, toilet (with facilities for the disabled) and the opening up of the north aisle both for meetings and for the coffee after Sunday services. These facilities, together with the remodelling of the vicars and choir vestry and most importantly the new heating system, have been very important factors in the promoting the steady rise in Sunday service attendance that has been a notable feature of church life in 2009.

Specific developments in the year have included:

1. The arrival of our new Priest-in-Charge the Rev. Susan Hollins, following the happy and constructive interregnum period under Rev. Elizabeth Attaway. Her arrival has brought not only a new sense of purpose but also an enthusiastic energy and friendly persuasiveness that has stirred us to more action.
2. After some irritating problems with the new electric heating system, modifications have been made including the provision of under-pew heaters, which have improved the situation. However, further provisions are necessary if the church is to be sufficiently warm during particularly cold weather.
3. A more formal arrangement has been made for providing staffing for the Boxley/Detling/St John’s School benefice with recruitment of the Rev. Elizabeth Attaway and Rev. Sue Austin, This has enabled the Vicar to rearrange the timing of Sunday services, which will take effect from Palm Sunday 2010.
4. The new Hon. Treasurer, Dr Michael Taylor, in order to address the financial problems facing the church, initiated a fund-raising campaign, ‘Open Doors at St Martin’s’. During the latter half of the year there was a programme of cream teas in the churchyard, a concert by the local choir the Detling Singers and a Christmas Fair held in the church. The programme raised in excess of £1,700.
5. The delayed Quinquennial Inspection was finally carried out by George Denny, Diocesan Architect. This indicated that the church is structurally in good condition and revealed no urgent problems. There were recommendations only for minor items of refurbishment, none of which is required urgently.
Regular worship has continued with a growing congregation and an informal choir, under the enthusiastic direction of the Organist Mr Tim Cathcart, which meets fortnightly for choir practice.

The Bible Study Group continues to meet regularly under the leadership of Mr Bryan Follett, who also organised the Lent Course.

Other Activities:

Detling Companions – The pastoral group continues to provide contact with the elderly and sick, with house visits, quarterly tea parties in the Village Hall and coffee mornings in the houses of group leaders. Transport is arranged for hospital visits, doctor’s appointments and collection of prescriptions.

Christmas Eve Event – The annual event ‘Search for the Christ Child’ was again held, but owing to bad weather the entire event was staged in the church. Nevertheless the event was surprisingly well supported with over 200 attending.

Living Stories – Mrs Tikki Gulland continues to bring Bible stories to the Detling Pre-School Unit, which uses a building of the Detling C of E Primary School. In addition the children visited the church to see and be told about the Crib and the Nativity story.









[bookmark: _Toc268262497]Friends Of Detling Church
Submitted by:	 Margaret Cooke			Established: 1989					01622 - 630898	 

The formation of the Friends of Detling Church took place in 1989 following an emergency fund raising exercise caused by lightning striking the church spire.

Arising from this the FODC was formed to ensure sufficient funds were generated to meet future requirements for keeping Detling’s ancient church in a good state of repair as a feature of religious, historical and aesthetic interest for the village and passing visitors.

If you are a new arrival to Detling, do come to the Welcome Lunch at The Croft, Pilgrim’s Way, on Sunday May 23rd 2010; the next one will not be until 2012.

This is a pleasant introduction to village life in beautiful surroundings, and details of all the activities and clubs that meet in the village are on display.

We have had another very enjoyable and successful year. Luckily, it was beautiful weather for the Garden Safari in June. Some 190 visitors came and admired the wide variety of private gardens which were open and enjoyed the homemade refreshments.

Our stall at the village Christmas Fair sold books and gifts, unsold items went to the Heart of Kent Hospice shop. At the first event of 2010 in March, we were overwhelmed again by teams wishing to compete in the Fun Quiz night and the village hall was filled to its limit. There were spot prizes through the evening as well as the winning team getting a bottle of wine each.

Thanks to the generosity and constant support of the members of the Friends of Detling Church and after a donation of £645 was made to the Heart of Kent Hospice, a total of £1475 was raised over the year. We need to keep up the fundraising, as there may well be expensive repairs to both the building and the organ in the future. We are always looking for new members, do join us, you will get a regular newsletter with details of enjoyable social events. The annual subscription has remained unchanged at £5 for single membership and £8 for family membership. Our present membership is 66. 

New ideas for fundraising are always welcome.


[bookmark: _Toc268262498]The Detling Companions
Contact:	Gill Humfrey				Established: 2003					01622 - 730139

We have continued to enjoy the facilities which the village hall provides and which we use for our quarterly tea parties.

We are always pleased to welcome newcomers and would be glad to see more Detling people.  
The Companions is not a club but has to function under the name we use.  We have a variety of speakers, slide shows singing and a raffle is held at each meeting to defray costs.  

There is always a happy atmosphere in the hall and the committee work hard to make sure the afternoons are a success.  In the community we visit sick people in hospital, run errands for others and collect prescriptions for the housebound when asked.  

We shall all miss Lesley Savage who attended our parties and was always a cheerful and enthusiastic guest.



[bookmark: _Toc268262499]The Detling Society
Contact:	 John Owen				Established:  1982				01622 -  737940

The Detling Society continues to hold meetings on the first Monday of each month in the period from October to April. Membership is about 15, with many members attending every meeting and we welcome a useful number of non-member visitors.

The Society tries to present programmes of local interest, and during the 2009-10 season we have had presentations on “The History of Week Street, Maidstone”, “Leeds Castle and Village” and “Crime in Victorian Kent”.  Other subjects included the Rev Elizabeth Attaway’s presentation on “A Visit to the Holy Land”.

The programme for 2010-11 starts on 4 October, and will be at our usual venue, the Committee Room of Detling Village Hall. Subjects for the season will include “Industries of North Kent” and “People and Places in Detling”.




[bookmark: _Toc268262500]Pre-School Playgroup 
Registered Charity No:  1022413 						    Pre-School Learning Alliance No:  29253 
Contact:	 Debbie Hoy				Established:  1998		        	               0798 – 683 4820
Submitted by: Kate Robinson   Secretary

Ducklings of Detling Pre-School has grown over the past year, at present we have 35 children on our books with others joining in the next term. This is all good news for the Pre-School, we have several students who have just passed their NVQ2'S in childcare studies and are now applying for NVQ3 training. 

The Pre-School has gradually had a face lift thanks to our Sure Start Grant that we were awarded this year, we have been able to put in new carpets and flooring, new blinds, we have re-designed the outside area which we have split into sections, had new signage made along with buying new equipment for special needs/younger children. 

Ducklings have lowered the intake age to 12 months and take up to 5 years old. We are open 5 days a week from 8.45am to 3.00pm in term-time. 

Our growth has enabled us to take over the whole of the building making space for an office and second and third rooms catering for individual needs of the children. 

Ducklings are proud of their hard work and commitment from all involved with the Pre School, we give a massive Thank-you to all who have supported us over the years and to the years that will follow with further projects we have in the pipeline.

						




[bookmark: _Toc268262501]The Womens Institute  (W.I.)
Contact:	 Ann Spain MBE				Established:  1949			01622 - 676773 or 
Submitted by: Eunice Hardman								01622 - 736674

Detling’s membership is currently 40, four ladies having joined us in the last few months.

During the last eighteen months we have had the usual interesting and varied programme.

We have learned about complimentary medicine, were entertained by a duet of Lyre players, one evening the hall was filled with wonderful aromas of Indian dishes – and they tasted delicious. In July we had a speaker who talked about having a fortune in your attic and brought with her a table full of artefacts that she had collected over the years. The stories she told about how she had acquired them and their value had us spellbound.

Septembers District Meeting with a hall packed to capacity, Anne Widdecombe regaled us with her tales as an MP and more recently as an accomplished author.

Our outings have included a visit to the V&A Museum where we saw an Anthology of Hats through the Ages; this inspired us all to wear a hat at our May 2009 meeting. The Walpole Bay Hotel in Cliftonville, for lunch and a look around the 1940’s nostalgic museum; Finchcocks Piano museum and performance on various exhibits.

The Romany Marsh Churches trip was a superlative day, the sun shone and the food lived up to all expectations.

As part of Detling’s WI’s sixtieth year, we worked hard to raise money to sponsor The Village Carol Concert as part of our celebrations.

To this end we had various events; a punch and pancake evening, a coffee morning, a strawberry tea, rounding off in August, on a lovely warm evening, with a social in a member’s garden.

Our 60th Birthday Party took place in October with a three course meal and entertainment by the Barber and Barbie Shop Singers. As a lasting reminder we have purchased a bench to be placed in the church yard suitably inscribed. A recent sad note for us all was the passing of Lesley Savage, a committee member, 3 years as our President and despite long standing health issues worked tirelessly for Detling Village. Punch and Pancake evenings on Shove Tuesday was her brainchild and always kicked off our find raising every year, we hope to carry on with this in memory of her.

Plans are already in place for coffee mornings and day trips even as far ahead as December! And we have already enjoyed our Spring Dinner at Oad Street Craft Centre with bulging waist lines to prove it.

Now that we have completed our 18 month run, we are in line with all other WI’s. In future our year will start in May and end in April.


[bookmark: _Toc268262502]Yoga
Contact:     Lindsay Tisdall        			Established: 2002                                                        07905 010 393
Yoga in Detling – dispelling some myths!

My experience of yoga began much later in life than (with retrospect of course) I would have liked. I started with Iyengar yoga (a methodical approach that focuses on posture and alignment) but with useful props such as belts and blocks - and even broom handles!

When I moved to Maidstone there were no Iyengar classes nearby at that time so turned to Hatha Yoga instead.  (Hatha Yoga is a branch of yoga practice that involves physical exercise, breathing practices, and relaxation. The exercises are designed to benefit posture, flexibility, and strength.)  Yoga made me aware of how forward bending western living is:  we hunch over computers, a car wheel, over our desks, stretching the poor back muscles but shortening those in front, and then we wonder why we have weak backs!  Yoga made realize how even when exercising or running in the past, I had failed to balance the different muscle groups, to acknowledge my ‘weaker’ areas or understand how to improve my joints.    Over time, I found how to start to re-balance my body after years of ‘habits’ had created imbalances and weaknesses.  I also found how to use breathing techniques to help me with in daily life, e.g. with meetings or interviews; and relaxation techniques to help me face life’s challenges.  In fact I was unaware you could change your breathing pattern or actively induce a more relaxed state before then.

Of course, every body is different, and indeed I only have one body to experiment with, and so I am always fascinated about what yoga might mean to others, and how it helps them physically, mentally and with their life in general.




[bookmark: _Toc230593043][bookmark: _Toc268262503]Pilates
Contact: Lisa Reilly			   	Established:  2009				07512 – 932415

Body Control Pilates @ Detling Village Hall

Body Control Pilates is based on 8 principles - relaxation, co-ordination, alignment, stamina, concentration, centring, breathing and flowing movements.  It teaches you to be in control of your body, allowing you to handle stress more effectively and achieve relaxation more easily.  It improves your posture, achieving a good balance between strength and flexibility. 

Having said all this I'd like to point out that it is extremely enjoyable, the people who come to the classes are lovely and it's a nice way to make new friends in the area.

The classes in Detling take place at the village hall on Wednesday mornings (9.30am for beginners & improvers, 10.45am for complete beginners, osteoporosis, injury recovery and pregnancy), a beginners & intermediate level class in nearby Boxley takes place on Thursday afternoons.

If you would like more information about the classes or to discuss which class is most appropriate for your activity level, please give me a call on 07512 932415 or email me  lisa@healthyworld.uk.com. 

If you have internet access you can view the class schedule on my website here www.healthyworld.uk.com








[bookmark: _Toc268262504]Spangles
Contact:	Jimena Shafto			Established:  2005				 01622 – 735292        												  www.spangles.cc

Spangles Spanish Kids Club, is a Spanish Club for kids aged between 3 and 16 years old.

Spangles have been running for more than 5 years at Detling Village Hall, providing Spanish courses for the local community and further afield. 

Spangles is now working in partnership with the KCC as an external provider, meaning we have to strengthen ourselves to offer a much more comprehensive service to the community.   

Set in a lively environment children sing, dance, play, talk, do crafts, and perform role-play and dramas, all in Spanish. A number of unique techniques have been developed by Spangles to enhance a very interactive approach to give each child the individual attention they need to progress easily.  

Each child is awarded a vocabulary picture-sheet at the end of each lesson and parents can access an interactive member’s only website to enable them to work with the children outside the classes. This year children age 9 to 11 years old are going to perform “De compras en pijamas” Shopping in pyjamas, where students put into practice the subjects they have learned throughout the last two terms. Parents, relatives and friends are invited to attend this free event. 

Classes available for under 5s, 5-8 years, 9-11 years and 12-16 years.  We are now running adults groups at Detling Village Hall and as part of the course a free CD is offered to help with the oral communication.
















Some of the benefits a student gains at Spangles are to:

1. Stimulate imagination, creativity and memory 
1. Develop self-esteem 
1. Improve social skills 
1. Build confidence 
1. Introduction to Spanish culture 
1. Gain skills for life 


[bookmark: _Toc268262505]
FINANCIAL MATTERS


The parish council is able to raise money directly from the public in order to carry out its functions. Its powers to do this are found in Section 150 of the Local Government Act 1972.

This money is raised through the rates and is known as the Precept. It currently represents only about 3% of a householder’s total rates bill. The splits for a band E property are about:

Kent County Council				69 %        an increase of     2.1% over 2009
Police Authority					  9 %        an increase of     3.0% over 2009
Fire Authority						  5 %        an increase of     2.9% over 2009
Maidstone Borough Council			15 %        an increase of     2.5% over 2009
Detling Parish Council			      	  3%         an increase of     4.6% over 2009

Detling’s percentage increase appears to be higher than the other authorities, this is partly due to the fact that Detling has the smallest allocation of money, which is based on our electorate and geographical area unlike the others who spread their costs over a much greater electorate and area, so that even modest increase given a disproportionate percentage change for us.

Our precept also equates to £48.71 per house or £24.16 per electorate or about 6½p per person per day. This coming year we voted to increase our precept to £16,869 this is an increase of £1,466 over the previous year, in line with inflation as the Councillors are keen to keep the precept as low as possible whilst raising money outside of the Parish for all our projects and schemes. One of the reasons for such a large increase this year is that Detling runs on very low turnover and margins and the past few years we have been drawing down our reserves to keep in line with auditor recommendations.

This precept is only 65% of the parish’s annual income. 

Our other main source of income comes from the Borough Council’s Concurrent Functions Fund, this is a fund awarded to the more rural parishes of the Borough to use for a number of local activities and projects. We are able to do many things from this source but are aware that this fund may not be secure for many more years to come. 

The councillors continue to agree to not draw general attendance expenses for their work on the parish council and give their time free.	


The Parish Council is very active and supportive of many organisations, which are aligned to the rural nature of the village and who have common aims and desires as expressed by the community through the various and as such is a member of a number of organisations, which are:

· Campaign for the Protection of Rural England   (CPRE)   
· Action with Communities in Rural Kent (ACRK), 
· Kent Men of Trees, 
· Kent Association of Local Councils (KALC).

Supporting Notes to Accounts Year Ended 31st March 2009

Assets - Value over £1,000 only.
Village Hall, insured for £638,447
Horish Wood, asset value £55,000
Bus Shelter, insured for £2,000

Borrowings.
As at the close of business on 31st March 2009 there were no loans to the Council outstanding.

Leases.
Detling Village Hall is leased to the Detling Village Hall Committee from 1975 until 2025. Rent is one pound per annum. 
Car parking spaces at the Village Hall are rented to Kent County Council for ten pounds per annum.
Seeboard Wayleave. £8.19 payable every four years.

Debtors. 							Creditors

VAT £3,554.84 						Audit Fees £500

Outstanding Cheques.
There were no outstanding cheques.

Tenancies. 						Pensions.
None. 			The Council made no pension contributions during the year.

Service Expenditure
Concurrent Functions Grant of £5,890 received from Maidstone Borough Council.

Advertising and Publicity.
Monthly Newsletter.

Earmarked reserves.
The Cooperative Account is an earmarked reserve for a recreation field for the Village. This fund having previously been known as the Playing Field Fund.

Concurrent Functions Grant for March 2010

Concurrent Functions Grant Received	£ 6,060.00
Less    	Annual Report					£     800.00
Plants							£     162.00
Newsletter						£    600.00
Bus Shelter						£       65.00
Playing Field					£  1,972.00
Parish Warden Tools				£    250.00
Planning matters					£     939.61
Signs							£ 1,080.00
Administration					£     191.39
To balance, this must equal the amount available from Concurrent Functions. It is this money that is NOT guaranteed beyond 2010. (IF NOT SPENT GOES BACK TO SOURCE)
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‘This was the site of the playing field, which was 1o therear of Detlng Primary School,
originally donated by Robert Rugg of East Court 1 the Church in 1856. The playing
icld was part of a feld purchased by KCC from Edward Haynes Turrant Hubbard of
The Manor House, Detling on 8th August 1933 and used for hay making up 1o 1968.
‘The side access oad was transferred to KCC by the Parish Council in November 1969
and the rear Junior block together with playing field were added by KCC and opened

n1971,
Due o flling pupil numbers th school closed in August 2007.

Detlng Parish Council campaigned for over 25 years for an open space in the village
‘and in March 2008 successiuly changed this area designation to "Public Open Space”

Kent County Council kindly donated thi field to the Parish Council in January 2009

Opencd by
Paul Carte, Leader of Kent County Council
12th September 2009
. Parish Clerk 01634867173 PLEASE, NO DOGS OR GOLF -
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DETLING PARISH COUNCIL

BALANCE SHEETFOR YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2009

Year Ended Year Ended 

££££

FIXED ASSETS

-               -                  

LONG TERM ASSETS

Investments

-                         -                          

Long term Debts

-                         -                          

-               -                  

CURRENT ASSETS

Stocks & Shares

-                         -                          

Re-imburseable VAT

-                         -                          

Debtors

3,649.55                1,605.96                 

Temporary Lendings

-                         -                          

Payments in Advance

-                         -                          

Cash in Hand

28,253.17              35,504.31               

31,902.72           37,110.27            

CURRENT LIABILITIES

Creditors

500.00                  350.00                   

Temporary Loans

-                         -                          

Bank Overdraft

-                         -                          

500.00                 350.00                  

Current Assets less Liabilities

31,402.72     36,760.27        

31,402.72  36,760.27    

REPRESENTED BY:

General Fund Brought Forward

20,971.40              24,847.58               

Surplus/(Deficit) for the Year

(5,357.55)               (3,516.46)                

Transfer to Earmarked Reserves

(427.01)                  (359.72)                   

15,186.84      20,971.40        

Earmarked Reserves

15,788.87              15,429.15               

Interest on Reserves in Year

427.01                   359.72                    

16,215.88      15,788.87        

31,402.72  36,760.27    

The above statement represents fairly the financial position of the authority as at

31st March 2009 and reflects its income and expenditure during the year.

Approved by Council on……………………………………………

Signed…………………………………………..Dated…………………...

                    Chairman

Signed…………………………………………..Dated……………….....

                    Responsible Financial Officer

31st March 200931st March 2008
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DETLING PARISH COUNCIL

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT

FOR YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH 2009

Year endedYear ended

££££

INCOME

Precept

13,311.00       11,305.00       

Interest

521.72             744.45             

Service Income

5,890.00        5,838.65         

VAT

1,948.88         1,605.96         

Rents/Hire Fees

-                  -                  

Parish Plan Income

-                  -                  

Other Income

31.38               -                  

Grants

2,286.00        11,330.00       

Total Income

23,988.98   30,824.06    

EXPENDITURE

General Administration14,359.40    

13,803.13   

Service Expenditure5,890.00      

5,892.83     

VAT1,948.88       

1,605.96     

Horish Wood-               

-             

Other7,148.25       

13,038.60  

W/off unrecoverable debtors-               

-             

Total Expenditure

29,346.53   34,340.52    

SURPLUS/-DEFICIT

(5,357.55)    (3,516.46)    

31st March 200931st March 2008
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